Hebrews 2¢ chapter Gth versee “What is man 
that thow visitest him? 
ferent ages of the world, about God the Fa- 


_ Man: our text asks the question, “what is 


history; hie present situation; his future 


‘and, if-s0, what change he underwent from 


texts we wil 
tion of nothing, and until we have we can 


nothing as we are, and if Moses said so he 
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that thou art mi iful of him? or the sun of man 
“There has been much preaching, in the dif. 


ther, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, angels, 
devils, heaven and hell, time and eternity; 
bat it is our iAtention tosay aome things about 


man?” and there is force given to the-inquiry 
from what follows; ‘that thou art mindful of 
him.” Thatthere must be importance attached 
tohim since God is mindfyl of himy is certain; 
end every man must feel an interest in under- 
standing himself; in inquiring into his own 


destiny ; the changes to which he is subject; 
his ‘capabilities; his incapabilities; where he 
is from and whither he is going; ‘and wheth- 
er he had an existence before he was man; 


the former tothe present state; and whether 
he will cease to be manat any period of his, 
existence ; are all questions which we, as 
men, have a deep interest in, and, under- 
standing which, could not fail to increase our 
intelligence, and that in relation to things 
which would be calculated to increase our 

- An order then tofunderstand the inquiry in 
y a few things about crea- 
tion; a subject fraught with vast importance 
toall.: Query what is creation? It is said to 
be God making all things out of nothing.— 
This nay be true or it may be false for ought 
any man kyows about it, to us they are words 
without any meaning; for we have no concep. 


he has said, with the idea giver usin the crea’ 
tion of man, there isa ray of light over the 
whole subject. He says that God formed a 
body out of the dust of the earth, and, after 
he had formed it, he put a spirit or life into it ; 
of this we can conceive; we can conceive of 
God forming a body out of the earth, and we 
can conceive of his putting spirit into it, and 
of its.then having life. Here is the point at 
which the history of creation becomes intel- 
ligent, and, with the idea Moses gives usin 
relation to.man, we can form some idea of 
creation. We can conceive of God forming 
and fashioning matter so as to render ita 
habitation of spirit, and of his putting spirit 
into.it when it is thus formed, and making 
one subservient to the purposes and benefit 
of the other for eternity ; two things which 
originally were separate, being united, and 
be made mutually beneficial to each other for- 
ever; but to conceive of God making: either 
out of nothing, is quite a different thing. 

The only conception we have of creation, 
is the uniting of body and spirit, and the 
forming and shaping of body for this purpose, 
and hence we’ jearn that man is-a: combina. 
tion of spirit and body, either of which is 
capable of a separate existence ; but a spirit 


separate. from spirit, is not man; but the. two 
united form man. . 

ACA query now. suggests itself. Did the 
spirit which.inhabits this body, exist before it 
was in the body? And if so, was it intelli- 
gent? ‘That the spirit can exist: without the 
body, and when separated from it, is so plain- 
ly taught that no believer in the Bible wilt 
attempt to deny it, and. that it is capable of 
exercising all the rational faculties is equally 
certain. We have a singular account given 
‘us by the Savior, that puts this forever at 
rest. See. Luke 16th chapter, from the 19th 
verse to the close of the chapter, to which we 
would direct the attention of the reader. The 


have no idea of God manufacturing nothing 
into soniething.' ‘I'he people say Moses said 
so, if he did, that would not alter the case, it 
would not give us power to conceive of noth- 
ing, neither would it give Moses power to do 
it; for Moses’ was as incapable to conceive of 


used‘ words without conveying any idea to 
his own mind or to others. hen we speak 
of creation; we speak of it at a point where 
itis tangible ; where the mind can conceive 
of: itisIm the history of creation given by 


conversation here. related, was between twe 
disembodied spirits, Abraham and the rich 
man; by this conversation we learn much 
about.spirits when separated from the body. 
They are eapable of conversing with each 
other, of being. tormented, and comforted, and 
they also take. with them, in their disembod-. 
ied state, the.recollection of things which 
took place while in the flesh, in: this. world; 
they retain. the knowledge of their family re- 
lations, and. carry, with them the family affec- 


Motes: we cannot conceive of it till he reach-|tions and: their desires for the welfare.of their 


és'theoreation of man; at this peint we can 


father’s family, and, in their disetabodied 


undgratand ‘him, and the mind can concwive/state, desire the salvation of their relatives” 
what hesays, and then looking back on what! which they have left im this world. 


separate .from body, is not map, nor. body. 
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*“Then the Lord: anewered Job 


326 


fy a was said of the rich man that he opened! 


his eyes in hades or hell, as our translators 
have rendered it, ‘being in torment, and be- 
held Abraham afar off ard Lazarus in his 


in this age say they have revelation 


bosom’? .The rich man was dead, and s0 was 
Abraham and Lazarus, and yet they beheld 
each other, and “the rich man lifted up his 
eyes’ and called to Abraham. By this we 
learn that disembodied spirits can see, hear, 
and converse, and are capable of suffering 
and of being comforted. | 
Having the above knowledge of the capa- 
bilities of disembodied spirits, we learn some 
important facts in relation to man, that the 
principle of intelligence, which is a part of 
him, never ceases to exist, whether in the 
body or out of it. If it then existed at all be- 
fure it was in the body, it was intelligent or 
intelligence. On this subject we have some 
things said in the scriptares worthy of no-~ 
tice.. That there were intelligences in exist- 
ence besides the Deity before the formation 
of man, is.as ewnly taught as it is that God 
made man. The Lord says to. Jeb as follows 
in the 38th:chapter of Job, from the Ist to the 
close of the 7th verse: s 
i out of the 
whirlwind,:and said, who is this that darken- 
eth counsel by words without knowledge ?— 
Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will 
demand of thee, and answer thou me. Where 
wast thou when 1 laid the foundations of the 


earth? declare, if thou hast understanding.— 


Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou 
knowest! or who hath stretched the line op- 
on jt? . Whereupon are the foundations there- 
of fastened? or wholaid the corner-stone there- 
of; when the morning stars sang together, 
and all. the sons of God shouted for joy?” 


_ Here it ie said; when the corner-stone of 


the earth was laid, “the morning stars sang 
together, and: all the sons of shouted for 
joy.”’.. Whe were these “morning stars and 
sons of God?”’ ‘were they the spirits that were 
afterwards put in the flesh by the creation of 
man, and, ‘sang together’ and ‘shouted for 
joy”’ when the first ray of hope burst on their: 
minds, tejoicing that through the creation then 
gotng on.they. should receive bodies, and by 
recieving bodies, they would be made to bear 
a different relation to the Deity from what 
they then did, inasmuch as the Deity, in the 


person of Christ, would also take a hody? 


‘This question neccessarily presents itself, 
from: what the Lord says to Job in the 4th v. 
‘Where wast thou when Jaid the foundations 
of theearth? declare, if thou hast understand 
Ing;’’ whatan important question ‘where wast 
thou when the foundations of the earth were 
laid?” Every reflecting mind is ready to bring 


the question home to himself, and ask **where| 


was Lat this time?’ “shad I an existence or 
was 1 an after production of nature’s God?’ 
Let him ‘who has understanding declare.— 
Was I one of those of whom it is said they 
“sung together and shouted for joy.” Men 


gh, 
they need. no more. Now who it that 
would not desire more, and that on this im- 
portant point. Who but would like to know 
where he was in that day, and what :were 
the mood or modes of his existence? if he 
had any. A man who says he is satisfied 
with the revelation he has about himself, is 
surely greatly in love with ignorance. No- 
thing could be more desirable to him, whose 
desires for knowledge terminate on himself, 
than to have this dark place enlightened by a 


ray‘of revelation; to be able to answer this 


question, in truth, and tell-where he was, and 
what part he was taking in the rejoicings: of 
that morn of morns when Chaos first began - 
to be organized, and this. world to spring.up 
from darkness and the deep. - Was that. prin- 


ciple of. intelligence in me, that'is capable, of 


exercising all the powers of rationallity, when 
seperated from this body, then existing?. and 
if so, how long before, and where wag 1t' then? 


These are important reflections which ‘must 
arise in the reflecting mind; bot how. shall 
any man answer; the world say we are to have 
no more revelation; they cloge'the mouth of Je- 


hovah, and if he were to send a messenger to 


reveal the secret, they would call him an im- 


postor, and say away with him, away. with 
him, God isto give no more. revelation; and 
on this principle the question in onr text must 
remain forever unanswered: **What is man?” 
for if we cannot know what man is in his sep- 
erate parts, we will never know. what he is in 
the whole. 


It is at this point-that he who desires 
knowledge, that is of avail, deeply desires 
revelation. Itis at point,in relation:to 
himself, that he asks for light and truth that — 
he may heable to trace his own .existence, 
and become acquainted with his own history; 
and be able to answer the qnestion when as- 
ked, “‘what manis.”. 


Peter it 


As to the fact, whether onr spirita 


ist before the creation of this world, we have 
some things said by Solomon. jn: the . 8th 
chapter of Proverbs from the 22d to the.close 
ofthe 3ist, verse which may. throw some 
light on the subject. ‘hé Lord. poseeged;me 
in the beginning of his way, ‘befvre hig works 
of old. Il was set up from everlasting,.from 
the beginning, or ever the earth was. . When 
there were no depths, 1 was brought forth; 


when there were no fountains abounding with 


water. Before the mountains were ‘settled, 
before the hills was 1 brought forth. While 
as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields 
nor the highest part of the.dast of the world. 
When he prepared the heavens 1 was there: 
when he set a compass upon the face. of the. 


depth: When he established the clogd¢ above:. 


when he strengthened the fountaineyof the 


deep: When he gave to the sea his-décree, 
that the wstera should not pass his eommand-: 
ment: whenhe appointed the foundetions of 


theearth: Then I was by him, as one brought 
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_ habitable part of bis earth; and my delights 
Were with the sops of men.”’ 
_.Wisdom, accordtng to the custom of the 


t 
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, dy; here we are lost; here the revelation ceas- 


explore, 


the 
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a 


ation to their own history, and their own ex- 
tence, and yet they are contented; they have 
fot enough, yes and their salvation depends 
in théir estimation on their remaining in ig. 
norance; and wo to the messenger that God 
would send to give them any more light 


up with him: and I wae daily his delight, re 
joicing always before him; rejoicing in th 


Orientals of personifying the graces, is here 


personified, and made to speak, and amongjabout themselves; he would be a hiss and a 


‘the many things said, itis made to gay that}byword in every mouth; an object of reproach 

the earth was, or the dephts were brought fort lition o 
Haw its delight be with whe Such seems to have been the condition of 
‘of men at that early period if they had ne ex- 
sitence, and if they hdd any existence, they 
must have had it before they were in the box 


people always having revelation enough, in 
their own estimation, and wanting no more, 
and not only wanting no more, but refusing 
to have any more, the world to this day is in 
ignorance of itself: man knows not his own 
history; cannot tell from whence he ig and 
whither heis going, nor never can without 
more revelation, and yet he says he needs no 
more; though he needs no more revela- 
tion, he finds.itnecessary to supply the place 
with conjecture, and make up the deficiency 
with immagination’s wildest flight: but any 
ee to satisfy the mind. Bat.a man whose 
nd is not bounded by some prejudice, nor 
else. aboot it which any may pretend to knoW/holden under bonds by some ignorant religi- 
ous creed, seeks rest only in knowing the 
and. understanding things as they ares. 
greatest of all existences has his existence himself as he was, is, and: will be. When he 
takes up the bible to search after his own histo- 


or,fpat he's the effect of creative power in nity; a vast eternity existing before he was 


any way; but has his existence independently) fashioned into man, and all silence and dark- - 


of it,and the. mind can as easily conceive Offness, except a few allusions -which can no 
all other existencps,, having their existencelmore tian arouse ;his curigaity, ghd. strange, 
flthe religion, through which he expects to be 

saved, forbids his search into: his af exis- 
tence, and places the hiss of the world, and 
the seal of damnation on his head, ifhe dare 


ened by, ignorinee; and whose religious the- 
degrades'‘and beastetises the feelings, and 
passport 


talk of heaven, and of having their. hearts 
changed; and of their being: born again,.and 


remain so, and that all revelation has man to thew, or 
forevers, notwithetanding of the story to'them, pegein 
field here gnexplored, and which never can 

by the: revelation of Jesus) There is not one candid reflecting. mind 
Christ;.. Oar bible. begins our history with|2mong men, but at the time of his sober 
waion of hody and-spirit. The would desire to have the dart 
‘pefore that period remains in darkness|Places in ‘his history lighted up, and, if 
and yet,. men have reyelation|!t were not for the influence his religion 
ih; they want no more: they are i 


not has on his’ mind, would as sare as‘ he be- 
ut of one.of the most important points in re- 


ieved in a God, seek to him for intelligence 


‘ 


the world since the fall, and in consequence of 


ry, where does it begin? in the mesne of etér- 


to glery. Suoh can set and sing Pasims,and 


| 

Tale Bay WOU OUL OF 
fect ol creative power is quite dilerent at the hand of his God respecting it. 
Theat, Who ean contemplate his own history with- 
bedy ang spirit gather, ad mitt out desiring deeply desiring to have more tevr 
by. bat set either of were out lations? we answer none, énly those whose 
of nothing by cwative power, is what no mani, veiledrtheir hearts, and made them 
on this earth understands: and if he says 80 he mecnsibl ‘ d off 
dégree. Flere is.the place_ where conjectures e characte 
is made. to supply the place of revelation. 
Endiess are the corjectures of men in relation} . 
to our spiritaal existence: Some say the spir- 
‘its of all were. created in the six others 
that they. are created as there are bodies prepa % 
some another, and this because there’ is aj 
blank in revelation on this subject; and men printing 


. 
‘ 
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jtsaid that revelations have forever ceased 


that he might understar.d all things pertain-|ealled and chosen of 


ing to himself. 
hile we are on this subject, let us départ 


| heaven, was not ev 
much to expound old revelations'as te obtain 
others by their faith in God, such as were 


a little from the train of thought immediate-jadapted to the situation of those for whose ben- | 


ly before us, and ask a few questions. 
Why is there this darkness over the world 
in relation to the history of man? One of 
{wo causes must be assigned. Either God} 
is not willing to make it known, or else 
men are unwilling to receive it. If we as- 
sign the first as the reason it will be hard 
to sustain the character of the Deity in his 
dealings with the hnman family. There is) 
no principle of paternal duty, with which 
we are acquainted, that will justify such a 
course, a8 the one here ascribed to the Deity 
would be. No parent would be considered 
among men, as discharging his duty to his 
family in withholding from them any intel- 
jopence which was in his power to give.— 
e 


efit they were obtained. Whenevet the world 
reavhes a period where it needs no more feve- 
lation, then priesthood ceases and the’ only 
priesthood, which the world can have under 
such circumstances, js a man made one, wheth- 
er Catholic or Protestant, and all they can do 
is to tura the hearts of the people away from 
the truth, and turn them to fables. Bat-this 
last paragraph is a digression from a digres- 
sion, and we will return to oor first digres- 
sion. 
That there is darkness over the pages. of 
man’s history, will not be denied by any, but 
gross ignoramuses, and that ata place where 
the wise and learned have found embarrassment 
on account of it, needs no other proof than the 


would charge them with guilt, with)various attempts made to supply the deficien- 


the want of respect for their family. and 
with culpable negligence; and would con- 
demn them for their neglect of parental duty, 
yét, strange, we would justify the same 
course in the Deity. He could but would 
not give. He possessed the power but 
would not exercise it. He had intelligence! 
but withheld it. We should think indeed, | 
that a pretended service rendered to sucha 


cy with conjectares. This darkness is either 
caused by the Lord refusing to give any reve- 
lation on the subject, or becaus@ the people 
will not receive it, The former of these is as- 
suming an untenable Besser and the latter 
must be the cause. hatis, or was it for 
which the Lord complained of men? was it be- 
cause they dssired too much knowledge of 
him? or was it because they rejected the mes- 


God, must be a cold ceremony, or the per-isengers whom the Lord sent to give them 


son rendering it, must hold the old maxim 
as true, “Ignorance is the mother of devo- 
tion.” 

But what does this principle lead to? if 
closely examined, it is the same principle 
carried to its legitimate issue which excludes 
the bible from the common people. Why is 


the answer is because they are not necessary, 
there is enough already written for the salva- 
tionof man. We ask again why is the bible 
withheld from the common people? the an- 
swer is they can be saved without it, and it is 
not necessary for their salvation that they 


should have it. The Catholics in this respect] 
act consistently, they carry their principle to 


ite proper issue. They do not only deny the 
necessity of getting revelations, but also of the 
use of the ones already obtained, only for the 
priesthood; they hold that ‘a priesthood is of 
some use, for if they cannot get revelations, 
they claita the right of being the only expoun- 


knowledge; and refused to receive the mes- 
sage with which they were intrusted? Inan- 
swer to this question there can be but one o- 
pinion. ‘They killed the prophets and stoned 
them that were sent unto them’’ was the com- 
plaint. “The Lord called and they refused, he 
stretched out his arm but they would not obey.” 
Is it strange then that there should be foand 


Iplaces in man’s history that are anreveeled? 


the Lord was utterly forbidden to'do it, and 
if he attempted it, wo beto the man or men 
through whom the altempt was made.—_ 
“They would be stoned.” ‘They woald be 
killed.” 
How much better is it at thisday! Wo to 
him now by whem the Lord would deign to 
fill up and complete the unfinished history of 
man. He could expect nothing but abuse 
from the world, professing and non profess- 
ing. All parties would agree in this, howev- 
er they may disagree in other matters. | 
There never has been a generation on this 


ders.of the old ones; thus having some use forjearth yet,’ that would suffer the ‘Lord 


a priesthood; believing that man would be 
damned unless the Lord gave or continued a 
priesthood to explain his revelations to the 
world, but those who deny the power of get- 
ting revelations, and yet claim for the people 
the use of the old ones, and their power of un- 
derstanding them, have a priesthood that ie 
worse than folly, and of no avail to any 
body. They eannot get revelations, and the 
people can understand the ones they have 
without their aid, themselves being judges. 


to develope the whole truth he had to 
declare to the world; before’ the whole 
was told, the people began to cry we 
have enough of revelation; we need no 
more, and the messengers whom’ the Lord 
had sent, “were whipped, were stoned, were 
sawn asunder;” and pursued tintil their 
blood had. sealed their testimony. And all 
this because the peopte;’i their es- 
timation, had revelation enough. ‘Fo. this 


end the Lord said he would, im ‘the tase 


In opposition to both thesc, the priesthood, 


days, establish his kingdom, that there wight 
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: be a people to whom he could commani- See 2nd ver. ‘Lift ye up a banner upon the 


cate his whole miad and will, that thé 


igh mountain, exalt the voice unto them, 


“knowledge of the Lord might cover thejshake the hand, that they may go into the 


earth as the waters do the sea.”’ 


gates of thenobles.” How is this kingdom 


[To be continued. } +f organized? See 3J ver. ‘1 have command- 


ed my sanctified ones, I have also called my 


ESSAY ON THE PROPHESIES AND|mighty ones, for mine anger is not upon them 
| COMING EVENTS. _ |thatrejoice in my highness.” What place in 

[Conrinuep from pace 207.) {Zion will this organization take place? 4th v. 

_ John informs us that these kingdoms grow-|*The noise of a multitude in the mountains, 
ing out of the Roman empire, shall make warjlike as of a great people: a tamultuous noise 


with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome 


of the kingdoms of the nations gathered to- 


them. Daniel tells. us these ten kingdomsjgether: the Lord of hosts mustereth the hosts 
shall be consumed by the kingdom the God/to battle.” How will the Lord of hosts mus- 
of haven shall set up; therefore, we under-jter the host of the battle? the answer is in the 
stand that the Lamb, and his chosen and faith-|third verse, by commanding his sanctified 
ful ones, constitute the kingdom that Danieljones. From whence do they come? Sth ver. 
spoke of. But in answer to the'grand query,|**They come from a far country, from the end 
from whence do they come? see Isaiah 5; 26./of heaven, even the Lord and the weapons of | 
And he will lift up an ensign to the nationsjhis indignation, to destroy the whole land.” 


Now reader, place yourself where Isaiah 


the earth: and behold, they shall come with|was, at Jerusalem, then look for Isaiah’s far 
speed swiftly: See also chapter 11: 128th v.jcountry, and see if you do not find it on the 
‘¢‘And he shall set up an ensign for the nations}land shadowing with wings, which is beyond 


the. rivers of Ethiopia, where Isaiah seid the 


gather together the dispersed of Judah fromjensign should be raised, and trumpet blown. 
the four corners of the earth.” After the Lord has caused an ensign to be 
' Where is the far country where the Lordjraised, or banner to be lifted up on the high 
will raise op an ensignto the Nations; and/mountains in a far country from Jerusalem, 
hiss unto them from the end of the earth? It is|jand a trumpet to be blown, and call upon all 


nations to see and hear, what follows? see 


shadowing with wings which Isaiah saw. be-jIsaiah 13th chapter, from the 6th to the 22nd 
yond the rivers of Ethiopia, where the Lord|verse inclusive. 


_ “Howl ye: for the day of the Lord is at 


pet.to be blown, and cal] upon all. nations tojhand: it shall come as a destruction from the 


Almighty. ‘Therefore shall all hands be faint, 
and every man’s heart. shall melt: And they 


according te the worde of God, we shall en-jshall be afraid; pangs and sorrows shall take’ 
deavor to follow its course and examine some|hold of them: they shall be in pain a8 a wo- 
of its fruits, It is evident that afer the king-|man that travaileth:. they shall be amazed one 


ethe king-jat another; their faces shall be as fames.— 


dom spoken of by Daniel and John, and their/Behold the day of the. Lord cometh, cruel 
- dominion zaken. away, they wiil bow to. thejboth with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the 
standard .and come out from Babylon andjland desolate: and he shall destroy the sin- 
-come.onder the banner of the kingdom. ‘See|ners thereof out of it. For the stars of heav- 
Res. .48 ch. 4 verse. ‘And I heard ancthas en and the constellations thereof shall not 
_ woice from Heaven, saying, Come out of her,/give their light: the sun shall be darkened in 


“my people, that ye be not partakers of hersins|his go and cal 
tof her plagues.” Af-\her wight to shine. And I will punish the 


ing forth, and the moon shall not cause 


ser God has called his people out of Babylon/world for their evil, and the wicked for their 
he tells them to reward her, even as she re-|jiniquity; and.1 will cause the arrogancy of 


A 


the progd to cease, and will lay low the 


There- 


seth up; they shall 
and fle 
ery one that 
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ll 
rom far, and hiss unto them from the end of] _ : 
and shall assembie the outcasts of Israel, 
at the place of. the Mount Zion, on the land) 4 
will cause an ensign to be raised, and a truin-|| : 
see and hear. HNay:ing identified the 
where the Kincdom of God was to be set up i 
warded you. See 6 and7 verses. ‘Rewarc 
her even a9 she rewarded you, and double ac-/haughtiness of the terrible. £ will make 8 
her works: inthe cup which she}man more precious than fine gold: even a 
hath filled, fillto her double. man than the golden wedge of Ophir. 
. “How much sbe hath glorified herself, and|fore I will shake the heavena, and theeerth | | 
lived: deliviously, s0 much torment and.sorrow|shall remove gut of: her place, in the wrath of 2 
pive her: for.she saith in her heart,..1. sit ajthe Lord of hosts, and in the day ¢f hig@erce 
qaeen, and am no widow, and. shall see nojanger, And it shall be as the chased roe, and : 
sorrow.” givs us a description inthe|as a sheep that no men 
17th and 18th. chapters of the Revelations how|svery man -tuin to his o 
old Babylonshali be destroyed, Isaiah gives|every one into his own la | 
us a similar discription.. See Isaiah 13 ch.\is. fonnd, shall be thrust through; and evéry 
commence with Wa Bret verse. “The burdenjone that is joined untothem shall fall by the i 
of. Babylon, which Isaiah the son.of Amozisword. Their children also shell he dashed | 
did see.””, How did this burden commence 2\to pieces before their eyes; theigchouses sha 
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be spoiled, afd their wives ravished. Behold, 
i will stir up the Medes against them, which 
shall not regard silver; and as for gold, they 
shall not delight in it. Their bows alsoshall 
dash the young men to pieces: and they shall 
have no pity on the fruit of the womb; their 
eye shall not spare childgen. 


cease to be a nation. 


And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the 
beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency, shall be 
as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomor- 
yah. Itshall never be inhabited, neither shal] 

it be dwelt in from generation to generation: 
neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; 
neither shall the shepherds make their fold 
there. Bunt wild heasts'of the desert shall lie 
there; and their houses shall be full of dolefal 
creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and 
satyres shall dance there. And the wild 
beasts of the islands shall cry in their desolate 
houses, and dragons in their pleasant palaces: 
and ‘her time is near to come, and her days 
shall not be prolonged.” 


By the foregoing quotation, we learn that 


Com 
‘tAnd th 
th 


* the word of the Lord, 


upon a moment’s ‘teflection that this idea is 
érroneoue; for if any body-of people that con- 
stitute a nation, become extinct or pass off 
from the stage of action, that moment: they 
Let me refer my rea- 
ders to the nations that lived in the antidelu- 
vian world; the floods swept them ‘away: 
that moment they ceased to be nations, and it 
is no where promised they shall ever be again. 
St. Paul says the dead in Christ shall rise 
first, again he said they shall rise at the com- 
ing of Christ. - St. John tells us that the rest 
of the dead shall not rise untill one thousand 
years after; the rest of the dead must mean the 
wicked. And as they do not rise until one 


thousand yeat after, they will not be gathered 
iby the resurrection power when Christ appears. 


in his glory. And asmany wicked nations 
have passed away, to wit: the Bgyptians, 
Sodom and: Gomorrah, and others which will 


| 
not rise at the coming of Christ; therefore, 
3 our Savior must have had reference to the liv- 
F ing nations, when he said, before him shou!d 
3 the day of the Lord will follow. It wil: not/be gathered ail nations. 
a only be upon the mother of harlots that sits} In viewof this gathering, see lsaiah,' 66: 
‘ seven mountains, but upon all nations.j18. ‘For know their. works and thoughts; 
aa Notice 7th verse; *“‘Therefore shall all handsjit shall come, that I will gather all nations 
4 be faint and every man’s heart shall melt.”»—jand tongues; and they shall see my glory.” 
: the above with Luke 21: 25,26, 27.) You will see by the connection in the 19th v. 
ire-shall be signs in the sun, and injthe Lord had no reference to resurrected na~ 
ay an, and in the stars; and apon the earth|tions; *and.I will aet a sign among them, and 
4 distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea/[ will send those that escape of them unto the 
the waves men’s hearts failing/nations.”” We learn by the above, that some 
3 them for fear, and for looking after those|will make their escape from the pestilence, 
4 things the earth; for the/the sword, -and the fire, and hail; and ‘the 
3 powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then|Lord will make priests and Levites of them, 
shall they see the Son of man coming in ajand send them on missions. Compare Joel 
4 cload, with power and great glory.*’ | : 1,2, and Zeehariah 14: 1, 2,3, with the 
a . We have proved that all nations will be|foregoing quotations, and you will see that all 
to Jerusalem at the coming of Christ;jnations will be gathered to Jeru- 
4 ut lest there should be any ooem | in thejealem, when Christ appears in his glory. 
4 minds of any on this subject, we shall add aj “For, behold, *in those days, and in that 
7 few more quotations to put the matter forever|time, when I shal] bring again the captivity 
; at reat in the minds of all. We are awarejof Judah-and Seressiom, 1 will also gather 
j that the sectarian world have not génerallyjall natione, and bring them down into the val- 
: believed; that all nations-will be gathered tojley of- Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them 
4 | Jerusalem. at the coming of the Son of mah ;|there for my: people and for my heritage Israel 
© although there is not 2 plainer doctrine taught/whom they scattered among the nations, and 
between the lids of the bible, yet I-have never|parted my land.” 
: heard it taught by the seetatian preachers of| “Behold the wey of the Lord cometh, and 
: this generation. How shall we hear without sy pre shall be divided in the midst of thee. 
a preacher? and hew shall they preach except}For I will gather all ge Jerasa- 
: they be sent? and as faith cometh by hearing|lemi to battle; and the city + be taken;:and 
3 | ‘we shall fewjthe: houses rifled, and the women ravished; 
on this subject. See Matthew 25;jand half of the city shall'go forth into captiv- 
P “31,32. . When the Son of man shall comejity, not be 
in him, off from the city. ‘Then shall the LORD 
| then chal! of glory:|go forth, end Aight agninst those nations, 
; And before him shall be gathered all nations ;|when hie fought in the day of battle. And his 
: and he shall seperate them one: from another,|feet shall stand in that day apon the mount of 
shepard: divideth his ‘sheep from  the|Olives, which ts before Jerusalem on the enst, 
goats:” above, all nationsjand: the mount of Olives shall: cleave in the 
| spoken bfiwest, and there shall-be's very great valley; 
the deed that will be gathered by the ‘res-jahd half of the mountain tall 
3 but they will see at onve,|the north, and half of it toward the 
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We shall endeavor to set forth some of the 
means the Lord will make use of, to britig 
about this gathering, as he has revealed it to 
his servants the prophets, But first we shall 
refer you to the sayings of Christ to his apos- 
tles; see Acts 7. ‘‘When they there- 
fore were come together, they asked of him, 


| 


blessed the two sons of Joseph; see Genesis 
48; 16. ‘Tne angel which redeemed me 
from all evil, bless the lads; and Jet my name 
be named on them, and the name of my fath- 
ers Abraham and Isaac; and Jet them grow 
into a multitude in the midst of the earth.”— 
See also 19th verse. ‘And his father refused 


saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restorejand said, I know if, my son, 1 know it: he 
again the kingdom ‘to Israel? And _ he saidjalso shall become a people, and he also shall 


unto them, it is not for you to know the times|be great; but truly his 
seasons, which the Father. hath|be greater than he, and 


or the 
put in his own power.”’ If the kingdom had 
-been set Up or restored to Israel, as some af-' 
firm, why then did the apostles petitioa to 
Christ to have it restored? Again, some sup- 
pose that the Gentiles received the Kingdom 
spoken of, at the hands of the apostles; but 
Christ’s answer to his apostles when intetro- 
fated, ‘teaches us that that was not the fact: 
Said he, ‘it is not for you to know the times 
or the seasons which the Father hath put in 
his own power.” Therefore,-they could not 
be made Eliases to restore the kingdom to any 
body. Again, he taught them to pray, “thy 
kingdom oome.” It would have heen perfect- 
ly.-ineonsistent to pray, thy kingdom come, 


| 


brother shall 
is seed shall become 
a multitude of nations.”” Again read Moses’ 
prophetic blessing on the head of Joseph:— 
Deut. 33: 17. ‘His glory is like the first~ 
ling of his bullock, and his horns are like the 
horns of unicorns: with them he shall push 
the people together to the ends of the earth: 
and they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, 
and they are the thousands of Manassah,”— 
What do we learn by the above quotations? 
First, we learn that the tribe of Ephraim had 
not kept themselves, or their blood unmixed 
with other people, but becaine as Jacob proph- 
esied, a multitude of nations in the midat of 
the earth. Although they have lost their 
geneology, yet the Lord has had his eye upon 
their progeny: and in view of their restoration 


when they had already soughtand obtained it. 


unto a grain of mustard seed, which a man 
‘sowed in his‘field, which when it was sprang 
up, became the largest among herbs. Accord- 
ing to that parable, it will be the largest king- 


‘The Lord likened the kingdom of =o (see Isaiah 61: 9.) ‘their seed shall be 


known among the Gentiles, and their offsprin 
among the people:’ and all that'see them, sha 
acknowledge them, that they are the seed the 


Lord hath blessed.” 


dom‘on the earth. Instead of that apostolic 
organization becoming the largest kingdom on 
earth, its enemies prevailed against it, until it 
was entirely abolished. 

But to our subject of the instruments the 
Lord will make use of, to gather the people 
_ together from the ends of the earth. See Jer- 
31; 8,9. Behold, 1 bring them 
from the north country, and gather them from 
the coasts of the earth, and with them the 
blind and the lame, the woman with child and 
her that travaileth with child together: a great 
company shall return thither. 
come with weeping, and with supplications 
will I lead them: I will cause them to walk 


by the rivers-of waters in a straight way,| 


wherein they shall not stumble: for I ama 
father to Israel, and Ephraim is my first-born.” 
Here the Lord ‘says, “Ephraim is my first- 
It well known fact, that Eph- 
raim -was the youagest son of one of the 
younger sons of Jacob; how then is he God’s, 
first-born? The prophet was speaking of the 
return of the remnant of Israel, in the last 
‘days; which will be brought to: pass by the 
power of the kingdom of God. But how is 
Ephraim his first-born? See Jqhn 3; 5:— 


They shall] 


also proven that the work.of the Lord 
shall commence with the Ephraimites, among 
the Gentiles, where he is first born into the 
kingdom. And Moses said that Joseph’s 
horns, which are Ephraim and Manasssh, 
shall push the people together to the ends of 
the earth. See also, Jeremiah 16: 17. ‘*For 
mine eyes ate upon all their ways: They are 
not hid from my face; neither is their iniqnity 
hid from mine eyes.” 

AMOS B. TOMLINSON. 


West Buffalo, Iowa, May 21, 1 
My Dear Sir: 
: _ I now take my pen to redeem 
the promise which I made you on leaving 
your city. to advertise you as early as pos- 
sible, of my progress in this last kingdom 
as well as its future prospects in the west. 
On our way home we had the misfortene to 
tose overboard, a little boy of about twelve 
years old, between Pittsburgh and: Cinei- 
nati; his body. wag not found. We preach- 
led several times’ in the cabin, on board the 
Yucatan, and had a pleasant time. 
On our way from St. Louis to Nauvoo we 


Except a man be born of water, and of the 
Spirit,he cannot enter intothe kingdom of God.’ 
See also, Hosea 7: 8; “Ephraim hath mix 
“hiovself among the people.” Again the Pa- 
said to his sone, ‘gether your- 
selves that I may.tell you that whic 
hall befall you in the last days.’’ He aleo 


were accompanied by several,Mormens, who 
soon found out who we were, and b 

hrowing firebrands, as their manner is, at 
those who differ with them in religion.. .We 
firmly withstood the. assault, each oné. to 
few hours, unt 


his. man, 
too hot, and they began to 
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lash of trath, and finaly cry for quarters,| 


which we granted; but when they had got 
their old artillery oiled up, and well swabed 
out, and plenty of amunition in store, (I 
mean falsehood,) they sallied forth again in 
full vigour and strength of action, determi- 
ned to conquer ordie. ‘This attack Sir, was 
a deadly aim at you, as the head of this 
kingdom or church on earth, with a determi- 
nation to destroy your character, as the most 
effectual means of stopping the work. But 
having been so frequently trained in their 
whole system of warfare, we were ready for 


sured brethren, he is with us working. with 
signs following, those that believe. My press 
of business deprives me of writing a8 much 
as I would wish, and as [ intend writing again 
in a few days to brother Robinson [ will let 
the foregoing suffice. 
Yours in the bond of the New Covenant, 
G. M. HINKLE, 


Presipent S. Ricpon. > 


MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. JUNE 15, 1846... 


them at every onset, and met them with the 
power of truth. When they were finally com- 
pelled to leave the field, without having gain- 
ed a single point over us, so we gave 
God the glory, and came off satisfied. 
We and 

o’clock Saturday evening before the month] 
meeting here, which is every fourth Sunday 
in each month. The Saints came out at 
eleven o’clock, and notwithstanding I was 
very weary and unwell, {-preached a lenghty 
sermon to them, when several arose and de- 
manded baptism, stating that the Lord, previ- 
ous to our return, had shown them by revela- 
tion, all about the union in the conference at 


E, Rozinson Printer, $1 per an. in advance, 
We have the pléasure of saying to the 


\saints that each week brings ys cheering in- | 
edin West Buffalo about twelveltelligence of the increase of truth amongst 
Yimen, and of the spread of the spirit of inquiry 


in different parts of the county. ‘This spirit 
is apparently spreading without any effort on 
our part, as letters addressed to us will show, 
It has proved, as wealways believed it would, 
that when the Lord established his kingdom, — 
he would move it forward by an irrisistable 


Pittsburgh. We had a meeting again in the 
afternoon, for farther instruction on the things 
_ of the kingdom, and forbaptism. This even- 
ing seven were immersed, and the next day 
nine others. I then started in company with 
Elder Blakeslee, to go and visit the different 
branches aceording to our former organization, 
and it has been one continual stream of prea- 
ching and baptizing ever since; we have al~ 
ready baptized about fifty persons since our re- 
turn, and this evening several more are to be 
baptized. Many have told us, in passing 
around, that they are satisfied and determined 
to be with us soon, and { know of but one, 


posed tous. So dear Brother, the Lord ha 
answered my prayers, and is fulfiling his pro- 
mises to me, in behalf of my brethren. 


who everdid belong with us, now standing 7 


hand, without excitement or commotion, stir- 
ing up the hearts of the people, and the honest 
in heart to believe and obey his word, and 
the testimony of his grace, In this city we — 
are baptising less or more every week, and 
there area, number now who have expressed 
their intention to unite with us. In the 
surrounding country there are doors opened 
and opening for preaching, in different places, 
within twenty miles of the city, and they 
seem disposed to examine the subject with 
candor, which cannot fail of producing convic-. 
tion on their minds. oo alae 

_ The elders whose business confine them in 


Elder Blakeslee, myself, and our families 
are all well. I find Elder ‘Blakeslee to be 
an Isralite indeed, in whom there is no guile, 
he is a treasure to me in this ministry; and 
‘together all things have to give way before us. 
He will move to Buffalo soon. i have not 
‘seen father Cowles since our return, but am 
told they mobbed him out of Nauvoo, and de- 
gies him of staying there to wind up his 

usiness. Lyman 
_ this country from the wag 
the Indian coantry with h 
and some 

1 feel assured dear Brother that the work. 
of the Lord will roll on in ‘spite of all the 
powers of darkness combined. Give my love 
to yoar family, and all the saints in Pitts- 


the ford ‘pour his .spirit \copi- 


ny and is going to 
is whole force soon; 


ight has returned to| 


of them Say to arouse the Laman-| 


the city, all find places to preach by. going a 
few miles into the country on Sunday, and 
very respectable and attentive congregations, 
We have never been in any part of the coun- 
try where there has been 80 general a dispo- 
sition to hear and investigate, as there is at 
this time in the villages. and country surroun- 
ding thiscity. 

This spirit of inquiry, has been awakened 
without any particular efforts on the part. of 
the chureh; and the event is in: the hands of 
Him to whom pertains the kingdom, the — 
power, and the glory. It is only for the peo- 
ple to investigate to insure ‘belief; there is no 


ou all, is my prayer; for be as-lit, 


th asitis, but can come to # knowledge-of | 
if he can lay aside the prejudices of his ed“ 


has desise to know the 
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it is written in the scriptares. tracts from which «vill be found in another 
The great difference ‘in principle, between etme We were happy to hear from him, 
us and others, is that we believe in direct rev-(and learn that he is still, as heretofore, a firm 
elation? received from heaven, to direct thejadvocate of the truth: and notwithstanding 
saints inthe present day as in former days:—/the -great apostacy which has taken place in 
and that the true church of Christ ‘in every|the church of Latter Day Saints, we have ad- 
age of the world, have had and will have this/ditional testimony almost daily, that there 
privilege. ‘That it-has had it, in ages past, is'are many‘af that people, who have not bowed 
not denied by any who believe in revelation;ithe knee to Baal; but embraced the truth for 
but-men think there can be a true church of|the love of it, and will, ere Jong, renounce 
Christ in this age of the world, and thatjthose who have tumned the grace of our God 
charch receive no revelations, nor have anyjinto laciviousness. in repty to brother Davis 
of the powers or spizitual gilts of the primitive we would say, that dt is a etrict observance 
church. f the principles of the fulinéss of the ever 
If we understand those, who advocate this lasting gospel of Jesus Christ, 2s contained 
latter ‘opinion, they believe that both theselin the Bible, Book af Mormon, and Book of 
churches, the on® which had the spirituallozyenants, which alone willineure a man an 
gifts and the one which has them not, ate both\inhesitence 4 in-the kingdom of our God, anda 
the church of Christ. How this canbe welpjace | upon mount “Zion, with the huadred 
are not told. Christ says of his church, “it forty and four thousand whore to stand as 
is one,” not two. Now how two'things solsaviors in the last days; aod will prepare 
dissimilar 2s a church having all the powers|ihose who obey and live by its precepts, for 
j = spiritual gifts mentioned in the scriptures, |that Sabbath of rest which semaineth for the 
one having none of them, can be the same people of God, which is about to dawn upon 
is beyond ourconceptions. According|the warld. 
to our conceptions of things, two. things| 
which are different in every essential particular, - All the evidence that ie necessary to satiafy 
are not the same; and until wecan see how this|he moat inctedalous that: Naevoo i¢ a sink of 
can be possible, we wil have to believe that corruption, ie the pitiable condescensions of 
achurch withaut the spiritual gifts mention-|that: peo pee to sustain’ themselves; there has 


£d in the New Testament, i is not. the chureb of of 


Christ, or else the one with the spiritual gifts,icommand of the Savior extant, which he de- 
was not the church of Christ, or else Christ|livered for the salvation of his people, but 
mast have two instead of.one, and if this last that pore find themselves under the necessi- 


lating it in. arder - 
is admitted, it is paramount to saying he in its 
never had one. 


}forms, is resorted to by them, to make people 


“However deluded the world may call u8,|think the ~ are different from what they are in 


we will have to remain 80, till we have mindsjtroth. ey deny, or attempt to deny, the 
sufficient to believe that two things ‘are one.|®xisteace of the very doctrine on which they 


It was said to the saints of former days, thot thet dopends their ’reli- 


se]f you were of the world the world would gious lief. le would thus dissemble. A true 
love you, but beeause yon are not of the world|saint would publish his faith to the world, 


" though he would soffer death for it; and re- 


Christ’s sake; but auch mesas 
mity of Catholics, Protestants, and. Mor 


to, to support the truth, as they ae 
This composes, the civilized world, and ofjalt common sense. Has it come to this, that 
course we are not of them, and the only reason to 
is tliat we believe in obtaining revelations, — 
Thia the primitive saints did, and for it the 
world hated them. Weare. in goed com pa- 


falee of every. kind? and all. 1 
. We:have. been en favored a letter. pport the truth of Write ignoragt 
our friend and brother Elder Lysander M.fletters, and em in 


a 


ucation, ‘and receive doctrine of. Christ a ag Davis, ot dated May 5, 1845, ex- 
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_ their real sentiments; they rejoice ia it. ‘The 
_ people of Nauvoo think to sasta'n themselves 


‘them, ‘that they weré'not what they were re 


“world; and ori them theit only hope depends 

for their présent’and future welfare. Traly 
pitlableone. 
THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH 
Tor CHRIST SCATTERED 


4 
>. 
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pretend they received them from correspond- 
ents ata distance. All this and a multitude 


found in the solemn exercise of prayer, and 
lhe taught his disciples to pray Jest they 


of other things, that decency blushes at, are 


should enter into.temptation. Al) the mani- 


the means by which they say the truth of|festations that were made to the former. day 


Christ is to prevail. | 


_ |prophets and apostles, were the resultgf their 


No wonder that P. P. Pratt, on a certain|prayers. Elias stayed the heavens by pray- 
occasion, said, in speaking of the means byjer, and-agein, when he prayed, they gave forth 


‘we must lie to support brother Joseph, it is 
our duty to do so.” This principle they think 
is omnipotent; it would .sustain not ‘only 
brother Joseph, but the aposties also: but this 
scheme of supporting brother Joseph has con-' 
signed him to an untimely grave, and. will 
bring destruction upon the heads of al] others 
who are driven to the same necessity. 

- No people who had not sunk themselves in 
the lowest. depths of degradation, would try 
to conceal their true character from the world. 
Men, who are not as gg ome iniquity in the 
sight of God or man, fears-no exposore of 


by trying to shew that others are as compe 
as themselves; and supposing they should 


- which they should sustain Joseph Smith,jrain. Not onlyis prayer made a duty, but is 


algo a high privilege: what can be. more grat- 
ifying to the mind of the true follower of 
Christ than the‘reflection that it ‘is his privil- 
edge, in good report as well as evil, to com- 
jm it-hie ways into the hand of his God, with 
whom are-the issues of life and death, in gon- 
fidence that the Lord will hear and, answer 
the fervent prayer ofthe righteous. Things 
that appear impossible to men, can by prayer 
and supplication be made possible to them 
that believe. | 

_ Prayer, to the saints, becomes doubly. de- 
lightful, because they have.the assurance that 
the Lord will both hear ‘and answer their 
prayers, and though it tarry Jong, still in t 

due time of the Lord they wil! reeeive every 


desire of theis hearts, offered up in righteous- 


succeed, would that prove they weré right- 


-eous men? O. vain men! but this ‘is all the 


saad they have left. 
_, Why is it that there can no 


mango there 


ness to their heavenly Father... lt never was 
the intention of our heavenly Father, in insti- 

ating the ordinance of prayer, that his name 
should be invoked in-vatn,-or that men should 


buta band of ruffians must follow him through|pray asd. never reesive at-his hand; but 
the streets, whistling and whittling to make/the contrary, that all things whatsoever they 


him leave the eity? therecan be but one thing 
which is caleulated to‘produce such an effect, 
and ‘that ‘is their correptions are so manifest 
and.so debasing, that they dare not suffer any 
men who is a lover of decency, to gaze upon 
their deeds of iniquity, or 10 become acquuin- 
ted with theit true character. If that people 


sought should be granted to them, It was 
in consequence of this, that the ancients asked 
the Savior to teach them how-to pray, lest, 
threngh their ignorance, they should ask 
things. and obtain them that would ter.¢ to. 
their injury instead of doing them good. 

It was a something never thought of by the 


‘were conscious of the “rectitude of their con- 
‘det, they would hail with delight the oppor- 
tunity of showingto all, who choose to visit 

re- 
wented’to be; but such is their debauchery, they 
not let a respectable man‘ stay one night 
‘fh that city, without harrassing and threaten- 
ing him'lest-he take the liberty of inquiringinto 
‘their sayings, and doings in their secret places. 
seem’ (0 think, if.we, are to jadge 
‘from their and their general. deport- 
ment, that duplicity, falshood and debauch 


ry,are to We their passports to rest in the eternal 


former day saints, that their prayers would 
not be: angwered;. they: were afraid that they — 
might err.in, asking; and seek at the hand of 
the Lord things which would tend to their de- 
struction, instead of theit salvation, and there- 
ore desired to-be taught how to pray.’ Saints 
should be careful in praying, to.ask énly those 
things whieh they believe to ‘be of:importence 
and Soonenary for, their own salvation and. that 
of others. The prayers of the eaints ought 
always to be directed to the great ends of 
salvation, and’ seek things only which tended 
to .this-object.. If we ‘pray for: temporal 
things--which is both a.duty and privilege— 
it should be done in view of devoting them to 
the purposes of promoting the salvation of 
ourselves and ‘others, ‘and: not with a ‘view of 
wasting. them on: our. lasts; for by’ keeping 


jour hearts right in these matters, we will not 


isd 
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| 
a Guty weowe to. you, we! Itis on this prinoiple the Lord has ordained 
‘Feet csi fed eee toBay 9 few words to you on|to establish his kingdom, by and through the 
‘thé subject ‘of prayer; one of the most impor-|prayers.of his éaints, and it ‘will be in answer 
yes Which is, pen. the ptayeré'of his people, that he will hast- 
j it was sa d, had alien the redemption of the purchased posses- 
Capt Do wedesire the: lsingdem ‘should: tri- 
devotional exereigpe by Jet ue pray uncesisingly. for it, snd it 
4 public and in private, he was|must and will prevail. Do we desire that 


our hearta should be al@aye rigitt in the sight 
of the’ Lord? let us ‘seek it before the Lord by’ 
prayer and supplication daily. Do we desire 


Pau], ‘pray without ceasing, and in al] things 
givethanks.” Rejoictng in tribulation knowr 
ing that tribulation worketh patience, patience 


to be able to teach and preach to the edifica-jexperience, experience hope, and hope will 
tion of the people? tet .us pray for the spiritjnot make us ashamed because, through our 


and ‘power of God to rest upon us, that we 
may be enabled to do so.. Do we desire that 
our houses and families may be devoted to 


prayers, the love of God will be shed in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which will be giv- 
en unto as. 


the service of God? let us make our houses} To such of you as belonged, at one time, to 


houses of prayer. and we will surely prevail; 


the, so called, ‘Latter day saints” see the 


for where there is a house sincerely devoted|downfal! of that people, who, at one time had 


to God’ by prayer and supplication, there the 
Lord will -be, and were the Lord is, there 


the world within their power; bat how’ have 
they fallen, and why? because they became 


peace gnd righteousness-will prevail. ~~ jrevilers, evil speakers, instead of blessing 


Let the Lord’s ministers*fear in re- 


they cursed, instead of praying they became 


lation #0 their families, let them . bring the|false accusers, instead of loving their enemies, 
Lord near so thet houses by|they hated them, and turned the grace of our 


incessant ‘prayér and supplication, and the 
Lord ‘will be entreated in their bebalf, 
they can prevail if they faint not, nor get wea- 
ry. - The Savior’s parable of the unjust judge 
and the poor widow is fo point, and is a Jes- 
‘son-of great importance: to all: who desire to 
prevail beforethe.Lord. See Luke 18th chap- 


Lord Jesus Christ into laciviousnees ;’ bring- 
ing the wrath of both God and’ the: people on 
themselves, and hastening their own destrac-. 
tion, until they “have become a hiss and a b§- 
tword in the méduth of all living. ‘They 
thought to sustain the trath by lying, righteous- 
ness by perjury, and the church of God by 4- 


ter‘from the 2nd4'to the close of the.8th verse./busing themselves with ‘mankind; “from 


It is impossible that’ any person should: seek 


such,” a8 commanded, you have torned away. 


the Lord, with full purpose of heart, and yet|Let their downfall be an evérlasting: warni ‘4 


not prevail. 
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f 
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l 
| One'of the’ great-objects of prayer is, that|/with patience. Do they reproach you? rejoice 
out own hearts might ‘be right in the sight of|that you are counted worthy to suffer reproach F 
the: Lord; is the means the Lordjfor Christ’s sake. Do they curse’ yout bless 
has ordained: for. that purpose, and is in all/them. Do they deéepitefully intreat you? pray 
cases éffectaal) It was because of inceesani\for them. Do they seek you? cot- 
prayer that the former day sainte prevailed to/mit yourselves into the hands of your Lord, 4 
the: astonishment and confounding of theirjand render, not evil for evil,,and s¢ fulfil ‘the 4 
‘enemies. “While their enemies were cursing,|law of Christ. 
they were blessing; while they were reviliny}- Finally brethren let every house be a house 4 
the ‘saints were ‘praying, and through theirjof prayer; every body a temple of the Holy 
prayers were prevailing. When persecotioniGhost; every church a house of God, and a | 
twas they were calling on ‘Godjgate of heaven; and Jet your’ prayers and 
to enable ‘them to’ speak’ the trnth all|saplications ascend both night and day, 
boldness, without fear or dismay. ~When the|that your minds may be stayed on God, your 4 
people yéfused ‘to hear, they prayed that there/faith fail not, and the cause of truth prosper , 
might be aneffectual-door opened, that theylin your houses, and the God of peace shall be ‘ 
might the truth. obtain thisjwith you, Amen, | 
God thet -they might ‘ove their enemies, | 4 
that they might be'enabled, when a door was; ‘HISTORY OF FACTS,’ 
opened,-to procigim the truth inal} nghteous-| As matters of fact. may always he told 
negs, for if jn their hearts they hated their‘en-jwith safety, when they are of such’ a ‘eber- 
emiés, arid 8 door Ware opened for them, theyjacter as to dé good and not evil: ‘we will 4 
- would not have power to proclaim the truth tojchronicle a matter of fact, wiiich has taken a 
“them; but if they loved-them, no sooner woald|piace in’ relation to us and ‘our: present 
their an opportunity’ tolidence in this city. q 
things Of God.thent their heatte|’ ‘Thirteen yeare ago, at a time we 
it, could teachiwere in this city under ‘circumstances’ cal- 
thém in all: good conscience and Godly sincer-|culated to render what we then’ were ‘told 3 
u-jtive in this city, and do certain work 
ud uposties who have goue béfore'us, be en-|Work that must be done in this 
‘of enduring suffering: foriconld be done no where else. We lived at 
Ch ‘hake Let us ‘endure|the time in Kirtland Obie. After our return | 
‘as invisible, Kiowing aejto Kirtland we declared the thing. oper | 
the Lod hand. "Re now ing source from whenge 
“member the sayings of our beloved brotherjed it. ere are many in § who V 


— 


— 


Young, Phineas H. 
of others, called to our recollection, at the 
time we were leaving Nauvoo, for this 
place, what we had: declared, in a public 


council in Kirtland, in relation to what 


would take place in this city; and reminded 
ns of the fact of our then saying, we would 
be sent to this city to do a certain thing 
pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

B. Young, in particular said to us, in re- 
marking on it, what a singular thing it was 
that the Lord should have revealed to us the 
fact of. our returning to this city to live, and 
afterwards to send us adirect different course, 
with no probability of the thing revealed ever 
heing fulfilled; but, says he, the object the 
Lord had in doing so, was to prove you, and 
see whéther you would be faithfal and true 
to him in life or in death, and having found 
you faithful, he now sends you to do the 
' work he revealcd to you, you should do in 
your native land. ‘The above conversation 
was had in May of *44, the month previous to 
our leaving Nauvoo with our family for this 
city. But no sooner did this said Young 
find that we were going to set our, face 
like flint against the corruptions of Nauvoo, 
than his mind changed. It was the above 
alladed to communieation which caused us 


well recullect what we then said, ae Brigham! 
Young, and a number 


try. to destroy as, any mote than should 
seek to destroy Jacob, We always expected 
this athis hand, knowing, as we did, that 
God has placed a seal upon his nead, that 
cannot be taken off; the truth of whieh will 
appear in the morning of that day, if not be- 
fore, when the Lord will distribute rewards to 
the just. 

Mr. N. K. Whitney and others can testify 
to the truth of what we say on the subject of 
our being in this city. Men must be ina con. 
dition not desirable to act as the apostates at 


Nauvoo are acting, and if we had. no other 
evidence of their apostaey than the ignorant 
course they are pursuing in relation to,us, this 
would be suffiqient. Here the Lord ie doing 
what we declared opanly thisteen years since 
he would do; fulfilling 2-propgiee made to. us 
which promise he could not have fulfilled an- 
less he had sent us to this city, under the very 
circumstances under which we came. Nor 
could he have fulfilled his promise, unless the 


\people of Nauvoo had apostatized from him 


and the very thinga taken place there which 
have taken place.. These were.all necessary to 
the fulfilling of the promise made to us thir- 

We can say of the promise made to us as 


is said of Jeremiah when it was said ‘the 
word of the Lord came to him”’ so it wag with 


to say to Mr. Hyde, on board the steam boat|us “the word of the Lord came to.as,”’ with- 
at St Louis, that ourcourse was marked outiont seeking it, atthe time, or without having 


and we should porsue it. Our coarse had 
been marked out, twelve years before that 
time, and the promise then made is fulfilling 
as fast as time can fulfil it, and all the false- 


‘ 


done it at any time respecting the thing map 
ifested: by it; bat is:came, and.the Lord ie 
fulfilling it before our eyes, and we rejoice 

reatly and will rejoice, for the Lord of a truth 


| 
‘ hoods invented and published in Nauvoo byl|is faithful to his promises and though it tarry 
k apostates, cannot make the promise of God/long, it will come and nothing on earth or. in 
of none effect. So that we fear them not, hell” can preventit. 

7 heither regard them, knowing a8 we do that| How vain ate-haman efforts when they are 
their corraption will be answered on their|wielded against God. Here we are in perfect 
{ own heads. aa and quietness, and the promise of the 
There has not been one week since our stay Lord made to. us thirteen years ago is be- 
. in this city, thatthere has not something takenling fulfilled and nothing camhinder it, while 
place which wae promised us in the commu-lin Nauvoo they are lying, howling, and foa- 
| nication as above; and we Verily know thatiming like a tiger in a net, but all dies 
3 ull will be fulfilled; and wo! to Nauvoo andjaway in the distance, and the cause of trath 
| her corruptions when the Lord fulfils his pro-imoves en as steadily as time in its course, 
mise in the full to us. We have known ajand as undisturbed as nature in ita move- 

long time that Mr. Hyde could not, if heay-ments. 
en acted on-the principle of even handed} The Nucleus, that the Lerd showed us 
jastice, be saved, and in the first}we should formin this city, has been organized, 
: resurrection. This ‘we published, a numberlarqund which all the righteous of the eartb, 
of years ago, publicly, on the stand atjacvording to the promise, should centre, and 
j Nanvoo, es all know, We now know thatiour eyes are beholding the promise. verified ; 
| 4f God is a God of justice, he cannot be sa-jthe sound has gone forth, the righteous are 
: ved: From the time of his perjury in Missourijgathering, and the saints are rejoicing, in the 
| the decree went forth that he should not have ais ost heplore them, and though it has been 
part in the first resurrection.. And though hejbut two menths since the organizing of the 
#aid to us, that it was the feat of being killed|kingdom, hundreds have entered, in and. are 
1 by the mob, that caused him to commit thejentering continually. (To those who haye cor- 
perjury. All this might be true; bat Esaairopted their way before the Lor; 
; ost hjs salvation and priesthood for a muchito, now, and weep and howl ‘the 4 series 
Jess weg and ¢ould never get it afterward,jwhich are coming upon you,”. pur corrup- 
thongh re worght it with many tears. tions are eating you ‘‘as. doth a capke 
surprised that Mr. Hyde shouldjpriesthood has “rotted as a garment,’ and 


would not countenance us 21 come to heer us. 


é 
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| 


Your righteousness as rage, and as filthy gat-| | This notion of our being members of that 


merits that ate moth eaten, and it cannot hide 

your shame.’ Ye adulterers and adulteresses,| 

shame will cover you, reproach will follow 

you, “your tefuge of lies,” will not hide you, 

and your “agreement with hell will not save 


T God has looked upon you, and beheld your 
shame; your abominations are a stink in the 
nose of Jehovah; your “turning things upside 
down,” will not avail you. The storm of 
wrath is gathering, and it will burst on your 
heads a8 the whirlwind, and desolate you-as 
thie pestilence. Your city shall be desolated, 
for your inheritences are defiled under you.— 
Your ‘mouths are foll of cursing and bitter- 
ness, the poison of asps is under your 
tongues, with your lips you utter deceit and 
falshood.”’ 


corrupt body of people originated in the fact 
of their having preached, in that section of 
the country, some things peftaining to the 
Kingdom and Church of Christ; which has 
been organized since they ceased to be ininis« 
tets of rishteousness; and all the truth. no mat- 
ter by whom it is held, will be lodged in this 
kingdom, and charch; and the name of any 
people, that holds some trath, may be applied 
to us with as much propriety as that ofthe 
Mormons. And if. we are to be distingushed 
by former names we must be called the Mor- 
mon, Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, &c. 
&c. Church, for the members of the kingdom 
and Church of Christ organized the 7th and 
8th days of April 1845, in Pittsburgh Pa. are 
from. among this, and almost every othercluss 
of people; and ifthose with whom we are not 


faith in Jesus of Nazarath, as the Son of God, — 


When rejoice you shall be in achurch capacity, willadmit that 


sorrow, when they are full yon shall be hun- 
gry, when they are clothed you shall be naked} 
the day of your visitation draweth nigh, and 
the hour of your destruction is not slumberitig; 
«death and hell are moved from beneath to re- 
ceive you at your coming,” and everlasting 


shame shal! cover you forever and ever. 


SIDNEY RIGDON 


Pittsburgh, May 28, 1845. 
Elijah R. Swackhammer. ‘To the Editor 
of the Messenger and Advocate of the King- 
dom and Church of Christ. : 
Beloved Brother:— This morning we left 
Beaver county, inordet toporclaim the King- 


and repentance toward God, and baptism in 
the name of Christ, by some one having au~ 
thority from him, and the laying on of the 
hands such and prayer for the reception of the 
Holy Ghost, and the teceiving of ft, consti- 
tutes a body of people the Church of Christ, 
with officers in it according to the will of 
God, then we are entiteld to the name by 
which we are called, and which we wish to 
be known, by all people. And whether the 
people will, or will not, admit that the fore- 
going is God’s order of constituing his church 
and kingdom we know that it is, and that they 
do us great injustice in calling us byany other 


dom, and the gospel of the Kingdom to the;name. ‘Therefore we hope that the brethren, 


people of othertowns and villages, that they 
also, may have an opportunity of having the 
gospel of their salvation and be saved by an 
obedience .to it. Brother J. Hateh Jr and 
Brother Etlis also left, for the same purpose, 
and have gone to Washington, and other coun- 


ties. 

Oar meetings were generally well attended, 
and the people were divided in their opinions 
as it r the work—some contending for 
and some against it. We anticipate some be- 
ing brought out of darkness into the light of 
God,imthat section. 

Premit me sir: to relate a curious circum- 
siance. . We held two meetings in a certain 
villageyand the house was well filled. The 
Kingdom and ite gospel were the subjects 
disconrse—the people seemed to be well sat- 
isfied—accordingly we left another appoint- 
ment, and went to falfill.it—there were th 
or four persons. present—we left another ap- 
pointment and went to fulfill it—not one per~ 
son but those of the family. Sy this Sn 
we felt very anxious to know the cause, ac- 
cordingly inquired, particularly, and was can- 
didly informed, by the people. of the house 
that the le, with whom they had convers- 
ed said had no fault so find with us, nor 
ourdootsiue but we wore Mormons, therefore 


and all people, will call us by the réghi name. 
And be it known unto all, that every one, 
whether members of the Mormon or.any other 
church, or of no church, enter the kingdom ‘and 
church of Christ, enter it by baptism. For 
Christ gave himself for the church that he 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing 
of water in obedience tothe word. And the 
apostolic Ephesian Church, after they had 
been baptised twice were commanded to re- 
pent and be baptised again, or to do their 
first works, in the which baptism, of course, 


_ |was included. See Acts the last of the 18th 


and first of the 19th, and Revelations 2nd. 
But the truth is, that their name, because 
of their ungodly deeds, is left fora curse unto 
us; as itis written, ‘and ye shall leave your 
name as a curse anto my chosen; forthe Lord 
God shall slay thee; and call his servants by 
another name: ‘That he who blesseth him- 
self in the God of truth and he that sweareth 
in the earth shall swear by the God of truth 
and nothihg but doing the will of God will 
cause the former troubles to be forgotten and 
to.be hid from. our eyes. | 
And to all the saints to whom our office and 


, - 


calling pertains, we would exhort and beseech 
by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 


y our ng together unto him, ae did our 
oved brother Paul, notto be deceived, bat 


- 
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to work the works of righteousness, that we 
may be regarded by God and man as walk- 
ing worthy of our high calling; and do not. 
let us, as others have done, bring an eternal 
reproach’ upcn ourselves, and others with 
whom we associate; which we do know, is 
now the greatest cause of the present opposi-~ 
tion to the truth, 

We are willing to endure all things for 
the sake oftruth. But we do say, in the name 
of Jesie, that we are not willing to suffer 
and bear reproach eternally on account of the 
ungodly deeds,of others. The Lord God will 
not justify men women or children, in lying,| 
and stealing, and in sending forth corrupt 
comunications out of their mouths, nejther 
will he justify bitterness, nor wrath, nor an- 
ger, nor clainour, nor evil speaking, nor forni~ 
cation, nor any uncleanness, nor covetousness, 
neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jest- 
ing for none of these things comes from him; 
and they bring his judgments upon those who 
practice them. And we do not want any 
among us who are unwilling to put all angod- 
dliness far from them. For any kingdom 
that.is not a kingdom of righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost is not a 
kingdom of God, And letitever be remem- 
bered thatthe pure’ in heart are to see God, 
and not the impure, : 

Paul in his letter to the chureh at Corinth 
speaks thus, “‘Unto the church of God which 
ig at Corinth.” | 

Upon this we remark that, all who are| 
baptised into Christ constitutes the church of 
God, and that there is no condemnation to 
such of them as walk after the spirit, and not 
after the flesh. ‘Them that are sanctified in| 
Christ Jesus he calls Saints. And strictly| 
arethe only ones entitled to 
he name. And _ these are the characters that 
put far from them all ungodliness. See Ist 
Corinthians, 6: 9,10, 11... 

“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God? . Be not.de- 
ceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with 
‘mankind. Nor theives, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilets, nor extortioners, shall) 
inherit the kingdom ofGod. And such were} 
some.of yon; hut ye are washed, but ye are 
justified in the namo of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the spiritofourGod.” | 
Also-1st Thessalonians 4th chapter from the 
first to she 8th verseinclusive. 

Fugthermore then we beseech you, breth-| 
ren,.and-exhort yuu by the Lord Jesus, that 
as ye have received of us how ye ought to 
walk and please God, so ye would abound 
more. and more. For ye know what com- 
mandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. 
For this is the-wiil of God, even your. sancti~ 


ses of the 145 Psalm. - 


throughout all generations.” 


leven as the Gentiles which know: not God: 
That no man go beyond and defraud his* bro- 
thér in any. matter: because that the Lord is 
the avenger of all such, as wealso have fore 
warned you and testified. For God hath not 
called us unto uncleanness, but into holiness 


'He therefore that despiseth, despieth not. 


map, but God, who hath also given us. his 
Holy Spirit.” 
Finally he speaks to all that call upon bis, 
Christ’s name. Now Brethren let it be re- 
membered that every tree is known by -the 
kind of fruit it bears, and that trom the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh. And 
David says, speaking of the kingdom of God 
of the last days: the 10, 11, 12, and 13, ver- 


“All thy worksshall praise thee, O LORD 
and thy saints shall bless thee. They shall 


speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk 


of thy power; to. make known to the .sons of 
men his mighty acts, and his, glorious majes- 
ty of his kingdom. Thy kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kingdom, and thy dominion endareth . 
These ate satn’s and we pray you to remem- 
ber the words of this Psalm, and let us be 
erfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, 
ivein peace, and the God of Jove and peace 


{will bless. you. Remember, O do remember, 


that righteousness exalteth a nation or king- 
dom and that sin is areproach to any people. 
Brethren beloved of God, and of us his serv- 
ants, for your sake and of the world, we most 
earnestly wish you to remember, ‘that, a 
friend ina time of need is one indeed.’’ Now 
the Messenger and Advocate of the kingdom 
and Church of Christ was comemenced under 
different circomstances from any other paper 
in the country; and it has been sustained by a 
liberal people most of whom, from the fact, 
we believe, of their loving God and his cause 
and kingdom more than the things of this world. 
And like: brothet Paul of old, what things 
were gain to them, those things they have 
counted loss for Christ, in that they have 
and do administer to’ the wants of his ser- 
vants in every way they can. . And now we 
extend an invitation to the brethren and 
friends far and abroad to aid us in thie great 
work. And we thank our God,that there are 
men in our day who have eg all things 
but loss for the excellency) of the knowledge 
of: Christ Jesus their Lo d for. whom 
they have suffered the loss of all things, and 
count them dross in order.to. win\Christ, and 


that they may know him, and\the power 
of his resorrection, and the siren his 


sufferings, and if needs be will be e con- 
formable to his death, and all thig if-order 
to attaia unto the resurrection: of the dead,. of 
which Paul speaks, and therefore be made 


fication, that ye should-abstain from fornica- 
. tion: That every one of you should know 
how. to. possess his veasel: in -sanctification 
apd honor: Not in the lust of concupiscense, 


partakers of the rest which remains to’ or for 


President Sidney’ Rigdon. and -Brother E. 
Robinson in the number of those who have suf- 


people of God. Arid when we include 
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fered much and the loss of all.things we arejfor you and with tears rolling down ourcheeks 


satisfied that we speak the trath in Christ and we exhort you to do the will of God in all 


lienot. And shall they, through whom G 

has made the hearts of many to rejoice. not 
be sustained, in their effort to send the light 
of the kingdom and Church of Christ to the 
dark corners and places of the earth, that are 
full of the habitations ofcruelty. May the God 
of this kinzdom forbid it. Our beloved bro- 
ther President Rigdon, has suffered more than 
todie a thousand deaths, (and his family 
have suffiered with him).and all this that God 


might have a man_ prepared to stand before/which it is the privilege of all to know him © 


things you may be counted worthy of hisking- 
dom for which we soff-red. And let-me say 
in the name of the Lord that, you can have no 
lidea of the anxiety that-brother Rigdon has for 


We, know tnis man and .his family,. his. 
house has been ourhome from before-the or- 
ganization of the kingdom, and. we have an 
opportnnity to know them, that you have not 
but we know him from -another -source ‘from 


him and organize his kingdom of the lastiand to know all about the work of God. 


days. And wedo speak the truth before God, 


For the sake of the truth; we will add an- 


and lie not, when we say that his examplelother testimonv in favor of this, oor brother 


as a man, and as a saint, as a husband and 
as a father, as a minister of Jesus Christ, and 
as acitizen of his kingdom, is worthy of imi. 
tation, and shal] not such a maa he sustained ? 
in the cause in the which, not only we, but 
the heavens are deeply interested; and shal] 
not the paper for which he writes be sustained 
And if we love God, and his cause, and his 
people, and his ministers let this love be 
manifested to him, and to them, and to the 
world by corresponding deeds, We have had, 
experience iu the religious world for some 
twelve years, and we are constrained to say 
we are heartily sick of this love of the tongue 
both toward God and his creatures. And now 
we want to see a people that will rise up in 
the strength of Isreal’s God, and love not 
merely in word neither in tongue but in deed, 
according to the truth. And we would say 
es did our beloved brother James. What 


does it profit my brethren, though you have 


faith and have not works ? can faith save you ? 
And again. Ifa brother ora sisterbe na- 
ked.anddistitate of dai/y food, and one of you 
sayunto them, depattin peace, be ye war- 
med and filled, and give them not, those thin 


which are usefal to the body what will it 


benefit them. And how often have we seen 
it the caseand have heard persons say to such as 
were in distressed circumstances, ‘‘may the 
Lord bjess you’? when they aught to have put 
there hand in there pockets and blessed them 
themselves, or in some other way have blessed. 
And though mankind has been most shame- 


and servants of the Lord for your and the 
world’s sake, which aught to be received in hig 
favor by all classes of mankind; which. is, 
that where he was born, and raised, where he 


and where he took a public stand in the relix 
gious world, and labored for years, in, addi- 
tion to his having done business in the things of 
this world a long time,even where he now lives, 
no one so far as my knowledge extends, has 
aught to say against his pubiic, or private cha:- 
acter, and we have labored in this section. of 


returned to the place of his birth, and where 
he formly labored, as a relgious - teacher, and 
therefore have had every opportunity to-know 
ifthe people had aught to accuse him .of, 
And this is not all we have been favored with 


something good to sayabout him or in his 
favor. 
Have a man, of this character, holding the office 
in the kingdom and Church of Christ that 


tin the vineyard of the Lord the less the. op- 
position; and to hear his old friends say ‘we 
would like to hear Elder Rigdon preach, and 


ifhe will come and preach for us we will do 


our part in bearing his expences.”’ | 
Brethren, there is no one thing more. pleas. 
ing, than that a man’s character holding 


fully that is no reason why 
we should not do our duty to God, and to 


the station that this our beloved brother holds 
before God, and his brethren and. the world, 


each other and to all men. ‘Therefore letjis good enough to sustain itself, in spite of 
those that have itin there power assist those,|all the opposition that may be against his reli- 
who have it not in there power toe assist them-igion. Brethren do be persaaded to act upon 
sélves. And let those whom God has called|the principle-set forth in the following . verses. 
and chosen, and are faithful in his kingdom/Romans 15: 2—6. ‘Let every one of us. 


and church, (and in this number we piace first 
our beloved President,) notto be forgotten that 
his hands may not hang down, and that he 
may be free to.- labour in“ his calling. For 
remember that he has no salary - settled upon 
him neither has. his fellow laborers in the 


please his neighbor for his good to edification. 
‘For even Christ pleased not himself; bat, as 
it'is written, the reproaches of them that re- 
proached thee fell on me. Now the God of pa- 


ded one toward another according to Christ Je- 


work of God, as other men in other churches. 
Brethren beloved, we have anceasing de- 
siresin behalf of those of whom we ned 


glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Je- 


-andisus Christ.” Amen. 


you, unless God reveals it ro you by his spirit. 


remained until his character was formed, — 


country before, and since, president Rigdon. 


the privilege of conversing with gentlemen — 
that have been acquainted with him from. 
his childhood, and with others and we are glad. 
to have it to, say that they have invariably had 


And it is unspeakably gratifiing. to 


he holds, and that the nearer we Jabor to him: 


tierce and consolation grant you to be like-min- . 


sus: That yemay with one mind and one mouth 
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